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                                                                                                                                                           SMITHS FALLS & DISTRICT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
April 16, 2010
Valley Heartland Boardroom
12:00 Noon
Present:
Gord Hicks, Dave Lawrence, Millie O’Neal, Barry Webster, Chris Saumure, Kristine Fair-Clemmens, John Gray, Nancy Metcalfe and Ashley Lennox
Regrets:
Ellen Bennett, Carl Evoy, Eileen Crosbie and Sean Lawrence
Guests:
Bob Cheetham (Manager of Economic Development), Rob Peters (Councillor)
Call to Order
Gord Hicks called the meeting to order and welcomed Bob Cheetham – Manager of Economic Development for the Town of Smiths Falls.

New Business - No new business was added to the agenda.

Bob Cheetham – Manager of Economic Development
Bob Cheetham thanked everyone for the opportunity to speak. Bob started by giving a brief introduction of his staff (Leisa Bell, Kim Leach, Jeet Athukorale and Cindy Liu). His first impression of Smiths Falls is that it needs to be cleaned up. His role is to invest attraction and sell Sensational Smiths Falls. There are four areas that he would like to improve upon: Arts & Cultural Task Force, Waterfront Redevelopment Master Plan, Tourism Master Plan and the Downtown Master Plan. Bob requested a Chamber representative on each of the committees. 


Arts & Cultural Task Force - To be determined



Tourism Master Plan – Kristine Fair-Clemmens



Waterfront Master Plan – Barry Webster



Downtown Master Plan – Dave Lawrence

Approval of Minutes for February 10, 2010
Dave Lawrence made a motion to accept the minutes of February 10, 2010 as presented.
Seconded by:
Kristine Fair-Clemmens
Motion carried.

Disclosure of Monetary Interest – None noted
Council Report – Rob Peters asked the Chamber for a letter of support for the Mayor Dennis Staples & Bob Cheetham for their upcoming business/welcoming trip to our sister city in China. Rob feels the Chamber has not taken action during elections. Bob Cheetham suggested the Chamber could send out a questionnaire to all of the candidates to get their stand on current issues to keep the Chamber well informed. Rob feels the Chamber members need to be at these events asking questions and making sure these questions get answered. 
Gord Hicks asked to set up a separate meeting to discuss this issue.

All board members present were in favour of the China trip and asked for a letter to be drafted up for support to Mayor & Council as well as Rob Peters.
Financial Statements
Financial Statements were distributed to all board members present.
Correspondence
None
Global Experience @ Work
Nancy Metcalfe reviewed the GE@W project to the Board and provided a work project budget.
Victoria Park 

Barry Webster reviewed the following items discussed at the committee meeting earlier in the week:
1) Opening the Park the beginning of May instead of May 24th weekend.

2) Increased the lot sizes from 20 feet to 25 feet – 8 sites were lost
3) Fee was increased for the expanded lots

Golf Tournament/Business Directory
Ashley Lennox distributed an update for the Golf Tournament and the Business Directory. Ashley informed all of the board members that things are running smoothly. Gord was concerned about the date of publication for the business directory. Ashley is working with the publisher to confirm a date.
Executive Meetings:

(as required) 
Board Meetings:

May 12, 2010
July & August if required

September 8, 2010
October 13, 2010
November 10, 2010
December 8, 2010
Upcoming Chamber Events:




June 9th – Annual Golf Tournament
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